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entire Papal claim was based upon a colossal fraud, the revolt
of other national Churches from the usurped supremacy of
the Church of Rome was a certainty. But that time was not
yet; as yet we are only at the stage when these things were
becoming known to a considerable number of men in Tus-
cany, and at an incident which was but a local and tempo-
rary forerunner of the great convulsion. It is an incident
little known, but whose importance is shown by the strenu-
ous efforts subsequently made by the Church of Rome to
destroy all trace of it. On receipt of the Pope's bull of ex-
communication the whole of the Tuscan bishops assembled
in council in the cathedral of Florence, justified the action
of the State, and not only appealed to a General Council
against the interdict, but excommunicated the Pope.

Nor was there anything irregular in this action of the
Church of Tuscany. It was an action which went back to
the times when, had any bishop acted as Sixtus IV had done,
the Churches of other parts of Christendom would have
refused to hold communion with him, or with his Church,
until it had purged itself of such a bishop. And it was only
from the long ignorance which had reigned in these matters
that the bold action of the Church of Tuscany took men's
breath away. And if we enquire wheie the Tuscan Church
got the idea of action which had been unknown in Europe
for more than eight centuries, the answer is plain. It was un-
doubtedly Tuscany's "New Learning" which emboldened
the Church of Tuscany to take the course it did, strong in
the knowledge that it was on solid ground in taking action
which any appeal to the early centuries of the life of the
Catholic Church would substantiate.

But the Church of Tuscany did not stop here. It made use
of the newly-discovered art of printing,7 and printed its sen-
tence of excommunication of the Pope, and distributed copies
thereof to the other national Churches of Europe. This to a
world accustomed to tremble at a Pope's censures seemed a
still more terrible act of lawlessness. But nothing daunted